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an enemy sheds his hatred, a hard heart is softened, this ahimsa
is a supernatural power and it is only attained by a few after
great effort and penance.
CAPITAL AND LABOUR
The second question of the graduate is as follows:1
The distinction between capital and labour is not a recent one.
It has been in existence since ancient times. In this age it has
reached an acute stage because there is a great awakening in the
labour class. Again there has been an increase in the number of
capitalists in this age, and capitalism has assumed a fierce form.
In olden days the king was the principal capitalist, besides a few
who came into contact with him. But in our times there has been.
a sudden increase in the number of capitalists. How can it be
said that the world is progressing in such circumstances? But
the way to mend the situation is not through hatred of the capi-
talists, that is by using force against them. I believe that capital
and labour will always remain in greater or smaller proportions.
I believe too that we can, by conscious effort, reduce a good
deal the differences between the two. The words of a Chinese king
quoted by the graduate are as good as gold. In this world,
someone has to carry the burden of whoever sits idle. Therefore,
it is a sin to sit idle even for a moment; if we understand this,
we will be able to resolve many of our problems and, just as it is
wrong for anyone to sit idle, so it is for anyone to take or hoard
more than one needs. If people starve, this is the reason.
PURPOSE OF KHADI
The third question of the graduate is as follows:2
That is surely one of the purposes of khadi; but there are many
others also, i.e., to provide the agricultural class with some occupa-
tion which can be widely practised at home during spare time; to
boycott foreign cloth; to ensure that there is an increase in the
spirit of co-operation amongst the people; to provide thousands of
middle-class people with an honest livelihood and, if crores of
people understand the message of khadi, they would realize that the
strength to achieve independence is readily available in it.
With the success of khadi the supremacy of the mill will
surely end.
1 Whether   in   view   of capitalists  continuing   to   enjoy comforts at the
expense of labour, the world can be said to be progressing
2 Whether there is any purpose underlying  the khadi movement   other
than the proper distribution of wealth and whether as a result of this movement
the machine age will eventually come to an end